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BETWEEN THE LINES

5 ways war in Korea could start
BY DAVID E. SANGER

U

SUALLY, there is a familiar cycle in Korea crises.
The North fires a missile,
stages a nuclear test or launches
an attack – as strong evidence indicates they did in March, when
a South Korean corvette was torpedoed. Expressions of outrage
follow, with vows that, this time,
Pyongyang will pay dearly.
Subsequently, regional nations remind one another they
have nothing to gain from prolonged confrontation, much less
war. Sanctions are watered
down. Talks restart. But could
the cycle be broken this time?
Here are five ways it might.

1. AN INCIDENT AT SEA
Ever since an armistice ended
the Korean War, the Koreas
have argued over – and, at
times, skirmished over – the precise location of the Northern
Limit Line dividing their territorial waters. That was where the

corvette Cheonan was sunk.
So, a primary concern is another incident at sea that becomes a prolonged fight. Any
heavy engagement could draw
in the United States, Seoul’s
chief ally, which would take command if major conflict began.
One fear is an intelligence
failure in which the West misreads Pyongyang’s willingness
and ability to escalate. The failure would not be unprecedented.
Till a multinational probe
concluded the Cheonan was torpedoed, Seoul and its allies did
not think the North’s mini-submarine fleet was powerful
enough to sink a fully armed
warship.

2. SHELLING THE DMZ
US and South Korean war planners still work to refine how to
react if North Korea’s 1.2-million-man army poured over the
Demilitarised Zone (DMZ).
Few really expect this –
South Koreans build and sell
pricey condos between Seoul
and the DMZ – but the plan-
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ning isn’t unjustified.
In a retaliatory move last
week, Seoul vowed to resume
propaganda broadcasts from
loudspeakers at the DMZ.
Though they would be heard
only by Northern guards and
the wildlife occupying no-man’s
land, the North threatened to
shell the speakers.
That, in turn, could lead to
tit-for-tat gunfire and a threat
from the North to fire on Seoul,
which is within easy reach of
mortars.
If that happened, thousands
could die in frenzied flight from
the city and investors in South
Korea’s economy would panic.
US officials believe the South
is now rethinking the wisdom of
turning on the loudspeakers.

3. POWER STRUGGLE OR COUP
Ask American intelligence analysts what could escalate this or
a future crisis and they name
27-year-old Jong Un, President
Kim’s chosen successor.
Little is known of him, but
his main strength may be that

he is less corrupt or despised
than his two older brothers.
A senior US intelligence official said there could be no “bigger nightmare than a third generation of the Kim family” running the country and mismanaging the economy.
It is possible that, on the issue of succession, many in the
North Korean elite agree. According to some reports, some
view Jong Un as untested and,
perhaps, unworthy.
“We’re seeing considerable
signs of stress inside the Northern system,” another official reported. That raises the possibility of more provocations – and,
hence, miscalculations – ahead.
One line of analysis is that
the younger Kim has to put a
few notches in his belt by ordering some attacks on the South,
the way his father once built up
a little credibility.
Another possibility is that internal fighting over the success-
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ARIELLE Ho, at 15 months old,
does not even know how to spell
her name, much less use a computer – but she already has a Facebook account.
She uploads her photos, joins
interest groups and adds new
friends to her list.
Or, rather, her mother does
it all.
More parents are assuming
the identities of their babies and
toddlers on social-networking
website Facebook.
They set up accounts on their
children’s behalf, and upload
their children’s photographs, often with captions written from
the children’s perspective.
For example, in Arielle’s Face-
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HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU, BABE: Arielle with her father, Mr Ho Pan Liang, and mother Serene
Fong, who set up her Facebook account when she was three months old. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)
book photo album, a photo of
her smiling excitedly on a bed
has the caption: “I rolled over at
five-and-half months!”
Another photo of her father
feeding her is labelled: “I love
food... just like my daddy!”
While there are no official figures on the trend, parents interviewed by my paper said that
they know of many fellow par-
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ents, especially first-time parents, jumping on the bandwagon.
Most of them said that they
take up such role-playing as a
way of documenting their children’s growth and sharing it
with their close friends and families, or just in the name of fun.
Arielle’s mother, Ms Serene
Fong, 28, set up the Facebook

account when her daughter was
just three months old.
The full-time mother said:
“It is really for the fun of it. Until she gets to the age when she
can use the computer on her
own, it is nice that she has her
own account and pictures in it
to look back on.”

CONTINUED ON HOME A3

VIEWPOINTS
SPORTS
BUSINESS

A3-A4
A5-A8

“More S’poreans want to be barred from casinos…
Casinos, not individuals, to be fined for breaches”
– MyPaper, Tuesday, December 17, 2009
A9

A10-A11
A12-A13
A14

A15-A16
A17-A19

IN CHINESE SECTION
New job security:
Building your
personal brand

B7

“Stranger? Is my Facebook date”
– MyPaper, Wednesday, December 9, 2009
	
  

